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Early last year we purchased the neighbouring
property of 92 Hectares which has allowed us to
become more self sufficient and carry our own
young stock.
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We got involved to have our say in how
environmental management should be reported
upon in the Australian dairy industry. We had
been hearing about the stringent rules going on
elsewhere in the world and took the opportunity
to get involved.

When approached by local field officer Gregor
Allen about the project we thought it was going
to concentrate mainly on nutrients and effluent.
Having management systems set-up on the

farm to handle both issues, and having always
been conscious of any potential losses into our

local stream, Bruthen Creek, we thought we
would have a lot to offer the project.

We really didn’'t know at the time if we would get
much more from the Project. However, we didn’t
realise there was going to be so many facets.
The program really brought a heap of
information together for us and we’ve done
things we wouldn’t have done otherwise in such
as short period of time.
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Undertaking a chemical users course
Constructing an industry acceptable
chemical storage area

Controlling blackberries along the creek and
in the steep areas of the new property.
Fencing off the Bruthen Creek from stock &
revegetating

Installing stock crossings along the creek
Reassessing fence lines and paddocks
along the creek and providing water troughs
in paddocks.
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We and our employee have undertaken a
Chemical Users Course

Removed 1.2km of willows from Bruthen
Creek with the assistance of WGCMA.
Erected 2.4km protective fencing along
Bruthen Creek

Controlled blackberry along the creek
Provided troughs for all paddocks adjacent
to the creek.

Have identified an 8 acre high value remnant
vegetation gully which fill be fenced with
assistance from Greening Australia.
Tested effluent for nutrient value
Undertaken whole farm soil testing
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The mapping was excellent. We used it in a
major way to plan new paddocks, to work out
areas and fence lines. We have always been
pretty good at keeping good records of our soil
tests and fertiliser application so this wasn’t that
new to us.

)$ H#o-

We are happy to put our information out there
as long as it is dairy farmers driving things and
providing the organisations we are reporting to
don’t become too bureaucratic with the
information provided.

Generally speaking we feel comfortable with the

report format that has been developed through

the NRM Project. It isn’'t too detailed and it isn’t
too onerous because

so much of it will be
automated
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